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ANALYST’S REPORT. 
At the quarterly meeting of the Bristol Council, the report of the Public Analyst was presented. Of 

twenty samples analysed, five were brought by the public and fifteen by the inspector. Two were found 
to be adulterated. On the suggestion of the Town Clerk the report was simply allowed to lie on the 
table, as the appointment of the analyst had not yet been confirmed by the Local Government Board. 

A LIBEL ON CHEXISTS.-AmOng our Local Reports will be found an account of a prosecution at  
Greenwich under the Sale of Food and Drugs Act, in which a chemist was fined $5 and costs for selling 
tincture of quinine containing *67 per cent. of quinine sulphate and -66 per cent. of sulphates of other 
alkaloids. The tincture of the Pharmacopceia should contain 1.91 per cent. of sulphate of quinine. 
The defendant admitted that he had put six instead of eight grains into the tincture, and declined to say 
if what he put in was sulphate of quinine. It seems hardly necessary to spend words in condemning 
such proceedings. Chemists, of all persons, have reason to desire that any such fraud should be 
punished whenever it has been proved to have occurred. But for all that the trade must expect to share 
to some extent in the minds of an unreasoning public the obloquy which Mr. Morton has brought upon 
himself. But a great deal worse than Mr. Morton’s delinquency, as it affects the trade, was the aetound- 
ing evidence which is reported t o  have been given in his favour by a certain Mr. Benjamin Browning, 
M.R.C.S., of Rotherhithe, who said, ‘ I  It was by no means uncommon to find other alkaloids in a sample 
of quinine. Sulphate of cinchonine was a common substitute for quinine, and was used to hie know- 
ledge in both University College and Guy’s Hospitals. If he were prescribing f o r  a patient and 
prescribed quinine, cinchonine would be used unless the word Vera’ were written after quinine.” 
We have had some experience of the enmity of the medical profession towards us, but that has not 
hitherto done us much harm. Better a thousand times that we should retain the enmity than that we 
should be subject to such friendly assistance as Mr. Browning, of Rotherhithe, has to offer. For six years 
the Sale of Food and Drugs Act has been in force. During all that time chemists have endured the close 
and even hostile scrutiny of the authorities. Most of the prosecutions undertaken against chemists have 
been defeated, though the chemist has had to bear ruinous costs in proving his innocence, and yet this 
Mr. Browning, M.R.C.B., Medical Officer of Health for Rotherhithe, has the hardihood to assert, or to 
imply, that chemists, as a body, are accustomed to substitute cinchonine at 3s. an ounce for quinine at 
129. That statement would hardly pass uncontradicted even in the Society of Public Analysts. We 
should much like to ask whether Mr. Browning is accustomed to dispense his own prescriptions : many 
people are apt to assume that the rest of the world is only a magnified reflection of their own important 
selves. Mr. Browning’s uncontradicted libel has been telegraphed all over the country, Nearly every 
provincial paper has printed a more or less complete report of the case, and in his privileged position 
as a witness Mr. Browning has done us a wrong which he, at least, can never repair.-Chemist and 
Druggist. 
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